 TOWN OF ASHLAND
Monday, November 10, 2025

Chairman Ted White called the regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Ashland to order Roll was taken at 6:11p.m. Present were Supervisor Kieth Stricker, Treasurer Lexi Pierce and Clerk LeeAnn Hermanson. Supervisor Jack Kruzan was not present.

Pledge of Allegiance with all Town members standing.  
	
Motion by Stricker and seconded by White to approve meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried.

Introduction of guests: Lorraine Schutte, Mitch Grage, Kathy Stricker and Robin Utto

Motion by Stricker and seconded by White to approve regular minutes from October 14, 2025. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s report was read by Treasurer Lexi Pierce. Motion by Stricker and seconded by White to approve Treasurer’s report and pay the bills. Motion carried.

Old Business: 
· Update on Animal Control request for facility assistance.
· The Chequamegon Humane Association (CHA) is planning the construction of a permanent 1500 square foot animal control facility to be completed by January of 2027. This facility will:
· Provide secure holding areas for stray and quarantined animals.
· Offer 24/7 access for law enforcement and animal control officers.
· Create a staffed, central site for owners to reclaim pets.
· Strengthening public health, safety and regional cooperation.
Ashland and Bayfield Counties and the City of Ashland are each considering a $50,000 contribution to this project. As this is a onetime project of substantial cost it is being asked of all units of government in the two counties that benefit from animal control services consider contributing $3,500 toward the construction. 

Further communication from Dan Grady, County Administrator with Ashland County. The donation is for a new building only.  Ashland County and Bayfield County already approved $50k each in our budgets and the City of Ashland has $50K in their budget.  In addition, our grant writer has applied for numerous grants for the project.  The actual operations of animal control is paid for by Ashland County, Bayfield County, the City of Ashland, Bad River, and Red Cliff.
 
We have no way of knowing what towns are willing to contribute until their budgets are approved.  But, it is fair to say that animals come in from all over both bounties and both reservations.

Town Board has decided to “table” this for the time being. If the Town contributes what is considered our “fair share” to this, we want to make sure it is comparable to what other similar municipalities are contributing and that other municipalities are contributing as well. 

· Status of Snow Plowing fee collection.
· 88 contracts were mailed out. As of today, 73 contracts have been returned (with one NSF check) for a total of $21,596.03. Town Road Maintenance Workers have the plow list in preparation for the first snow.

· Property Tax Refund Request: Kim & Misty Rikkola, Ryan Plasch
· Rikkola: $2,760.97 chargeback, request for the whole amount due to a palpable error, which is an approved error by the DOR. Property owner did reach out to Assessors prior to Open Book Board of Review and Town was under this assumption this was resolved. At this late date, it is up to the Board’s determination to reimburse the property owner. Motion by White and seconded by Stricker to approve reimbursement of monies to the property owner.
· Paulson: Request to be reimbursed $397.49. After reaching out to the Assessors there had been no notes on file, property owner did not attend the Open Book or the Board of Review regarding matter. There have been no errors in assessing the property The increase was due to revaluation of the property. There will be no reimbursement to property owners regarding this matter due to no appeal.

New Business: 
· None

Status Reports: 
· Cemetery: Question was asked if someone is cremated can digging be done on your own to place them. Answer is NO, there is no digging on your own in the Cemetery. 
· Tri M Sanitary: Building has a few leaks we’ll need to keep an eye on; concern for framework becoming rotted eventually.

· Supervisor Report – road maintenance: 
· Had couple repairs on equipment. Mower tractor bolt on weights, needed assistance from County Highway to use forklift to take weights off for repair. Grader had no oil pressure; this has been repaired. 
· Applied for the LRIP (Local Roads Improvement Program) matching grant for $40,000. Targeting approximately 1 mile with 4” of gravel, Springbrook Road Improvement Project to be done in 2027. Part of a 5-year road improvement plan for the Township.

· Employee Relations: No Discussion

· Equipment and Daily Operations: No Discussion

· Correspondence: Fire/Ambulance Increase update: See attachment

· Public Comments: 

Next meeting of the Town Board will be held on Monday, December 2, 2025, directly following the 2026 Public Hearing and Budget Summary and Special Town Elector Meeting to approve the 2026 tax levy, which starts at 7:00 PM.

Motion by Stricker seconded by White to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:52 p.m.

*Approved minutes from November 10, 2025, Town Board meeting of the Town of Ashland. 

