
 TOWN OF ASHLAND
Tuesday, September 9, 2025

Chairman Ted White called the regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Ashland to order Roll was taken at 7:03 p.m. Present were Supervisor Jack Kruzan, Supervisor Kieth Stricker, Treasurer Lexi Pierce and Clerk LeeAnn Hermanson. 

Pledge of Allegiance with all Town members standing.  
	
Motion by Stricker and seconded by Kruzan to approve meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried.

Motion by Stricker and seconded by Kruzan to approve regular minutes from August 12, 2025. Motion carried.

Introduction of guests: Mitch Grage, Debbie Schutte, Kathy Stricker, Lois Kretzschmar, Lorraine Schutte, Barb Bell and David Sederholm.

Treasurer’s report was read by Treasurer Lexi Pierce. Motion by Kruzan and seconded by Stricker to approve Treasurer’s report and pay the bills. Motion carried.

Old Business: 

Update on Disaster Damage Aids Petition for Billy Creek Rd. Per our contact Alanna Pakuri at the DOT:  
Obtained clarification if Township is guaranteed the funding so the Billy Creek repair can be started and how the funding is disbursed.
· The Town of Ashland will get the funding. There is a form in the packet to be filled out including receipts, time sheets, etc. and turned in once the work is completed. There is a 2-year window in which the project must be completed to obtain funding. The window will be open until March 2027.

New Business: 

Received a proposal from the City of Mellen for fire protection and ambulance services for a 2-year term bringing the total to $49,920.78 in 2026 and $51,418.40 in 2027. For a total increase of $2,951.62 or 5.7% compared to the current year’s cost of $48,466.78 for 2025. Motion by Kruzan and seconded by Stricker to approve moving forward with the proposed contract.
Points of interest:
· Nearest location for alternative fire and ambulance services would be City of Ashland at a cost of almost double the current expense.
· Previous fire and ambulance contract was for 5yrs, 2021-2025, which consisted of an $8,593.03 or 17.7% increase over the 5-year term.
· 1st year 2021 - $39,873.75
· 2nd year 2022 - $41,867.43
· 3rd year 2023 - $43,960.80
· 4th year 2024 - $46,158.84
· 5th year 2025 - $48,466.78
· Clerk Hermanson will reach out to inquire about increase: We’ve noticed over this 5-year contract rates went up by over 17% and over these next 2 years they will go up another 5%. Are we able to obtain a report that would show for the past 8 - 10 years the number of ambulance and fire runs made within the Township of Ashland each year? What exactly contributed/makes up the percentages of increase for both?

Status Reports: 

· Cemetery: 
· Lorraine Schutte: Presented receipt in the amount of $13.07 for reimbursement for the Veteran’s Memorial Flowers.

· Tri M Sanitary: 
· Supervisor Stricker and Mitch Grage assessed any needed repairs to structure. Few minor/small leaks noted; No immediate repairs need to be completed; leaks will be monitored. 

· Supervisor Report: No Discussion

· Employee Relations: No Discussion

· Equipment and Daily Operations: 
· Parts quote for carbide stinger bits, bit and blade covers and plow bolts from McCoy Construction and Forestry. Higher quality bits and coverings that will extend the life of the bits and blades. Price $8,012.46 with a 20% discount ($1,062.49) if purchased by the end of September would bring the cost down to $6,409.97.

· Correspondence: 
· Received final version of the Wisconsin Beaver Activity June 2025
[image: ]
· Ashland County Highway Committee Meeting October 13th, requesting municipality representative to attend.
· Ashland County Highway's Salt Wise Open House on Tuesday, Sept. 30. Bringng together winter maintenance professionals and policymakers to engage around best practices in snow and ice control. Supervisors Jack Kruzan, Keith Stricker and Road Maintenance workers Mike Wittling, Neil Adler to attend.

· Public Comments: 
· Barb Bell: Raised concern regarding EMS being able to find residence as road signs at Lohman Rd and Poppe Rd .. signs in both directions say Poppe Rd. Supervisor Stricker to follow checking this location so proper signage can be posted.
· David Sederholm: Raised concern over DOT signage at railroad crossing near his residence. Supervisor Stricker to follow up on this also.


Next meeting of the Town Board will be held on Tuesday, September 9, 2025, at 7:00 PM.

Motion by Stricker second by Kruzan to adjourn. Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:22 p.m.

*Approved minutes from September 9, 2025, Town Board meeting of the Town of Ashland. 
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