 TOWN OF ASHLAND
Tuesday, April 14, 2026

Chairman Ted White called the regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Ashland to order Roll was taken at 6:47 p.m. Present were Supervisors Jack Kruzan and Kieth Stricker, Treasurer Lexi Pierce and Clerk LeeAnn Hermanson. 

Pledge of Allegiance with all Town members standing.  

Motion by Kruzan and seconded by Stricker to approve meeting agenda as presented. Motion carried.

Introduction of guests: Mitch Grage, Kathy Stricker, Robin Utto, Lorraine Schutte, Lois Kretzschmar, Bob Zacovec, Al Gilgen and Zach Norman.

Motion by Stricker and seconded by Kruzan to approve regular minutes from March 10, 2026. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s report was read by Treasurer Lexi Pierce. Motion by Kruzan and seconded by Stricker to approve Treasurer’s report and pay the bills. Motion carried.

Old Business: 
· None

New Business: 

· 2026 Township Beaver Control Agreement was returned to USDA Wildlife Services and $1,600 paid in full was remitted with agreement.
· Last year 20 culverts in the township were replaced. After road crew inventoried culverts there are approximately 90 still needing replacement. 13 of them are located on Poor Farm Road. The Town will utilize Tenet, who we purchased culverts from in 2025, for the purchase of additional culverts. Purchasing the culverts now, before the anticipated price increase in the coming weeks, would allow the Town to secure the current pricing and realize an estimated savings of approximately 12% compared to the projected post-increase cost. Expected cost of culverts is approximately $10,000 per year. Request to purchase 2 years’ worth at this lower cost. Motion by Kruzan and seconded by Stricker to approve the purchase of 2 years’ worth of culverts. Motion carried.
· Request made by Stricker for the Town to adopt a resolution supporting a comprehensive and sustainable transportation funding solution. 
· This resolution means the Town is formally asking Wisconsin state leaders to create a long-term, reliable way to fund roads, bridges, and transportation infrastructure. It expresses concern that current funding is not keeping up with rising costs and that local governments need more sustainable financial support to properly maintain transportation systems without placing excessive burden on local property taxpayers.
· Town of Ashland Resolution No. 2026-01 adopted and signed by Kieth Stricker, Jack Kruzan and Ted White.

Status Reports: 
· Cemetery: no discussion

· Tri M Sanitary: 
· Copy of the Financial Report for Tri M Sanitary/Recycling as of March 31,2026 provided to the Board by Stricker.

· Supervisor Report – road maintenance: 
· Addendum signed for Enbridge to add Somppi Road and Bass Lake Road to agreement.

· Employee Relations: No Discussion

· Equipment and Daily Operations: 
· The road crew has utilized the deicing equipment twice so far this spring to deice culverts. The equipment has worked efficiently, allowing the crew to complete the work quickly and successfully. Eliminating the need to outsource this project each spring.
· The furnace in the Town Hall stopped working and needed to be replaced. Cost of approximately $5,000, installed.

· Correspondence: 
· Received email from Milestone Materials notifying customers that beginning on April 20, 2026, a fuel surcharge will be applied to all tickets based on tons. The surcharge may fluctuate throughout the year and is applied consistently across all quarries. If reflects the overall operating costs required to produce materials and is not tied to the hauling of those materials.
· Stricker added that the cost is going up approximately $1 per ton also. Price list has yet to be received.
· Kafka Dustbuster Plus, LLC provided the Town with a pricing quote for dust control solution. Discussion if needing Town will utilize the County for this due to the price savings.
· City of Ashland will be holding a session on tree trimming at no charge, hosted by a local arborist, Al Hastings (Sioux River Services) on April 23rd at 8am – 3pm, if crew members are interested in attending. The session is sponsored by Wisconsin DNR’s Urban Forestry grant program.

· Public Comments: No Discussion
Next meeting of the Town Board will be held on Tuesday, May 12, 2026, at 7:00 PM.

Motion by Kruzan seconded by Stricker to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m.

*Approved minutes from April 14, 2026, Town Board meeting of the Town of Ashland. 
